
ACADEMIC FREEDOM 
 

The Board recognizes and supports Academic Freedom as necessary for an environment conducive to the free exchange 
of ideas and learning. 
 
Academic Freedom is the view that if teachers are to promote the growth of knowledge, they require the freedom to teach 
and conduct inquiry without fear of sanction or reprisals should they present an unpopular or controversial idea. 
 
Teachers shall help students learn to objectively and respectfully examine differences of opinion, analyze and evaluate 
facts and their sources, and form their own reasoned judgments about the relative value of competing perspectives. 
 
The Board directs the teaching staff to: 

• Refrain from using one’s classroom position to promote one’s own ideology or any partisan point of view. 
• Ensure that issues presented pertain to course objectives. 
• Provide students opportunities to develop critical thinking:  that is the ability to detect propaganda and to 

distinguish between fact, opinion and misinformation. 
• Respect each student’s right to form, choose, hold and/or change an opinion or belief. 
• Create an environment in which students are free to form judgments independently. 

 
Any person may file complaints pursuant to this policy through Board Policy 1700, the uniform grievance procedure. 

http://www.mcpsmt.org/cms/lib03/MT01001940/Centricity/domain/4/policies/1000%20policies/1700%20Nov%2012%20Uniform%20Grievance%20Procedure.pdf

